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Wasninzton Post Poreign Sarvice )

MOSCOW, Jan. 3—The Soviet Un-
ion leveled a bitter, cold war-style at-
tack at the United States today, accus-
ing President Carter of “pellicose and
wicked” distortions of the Kremlin's
intervention in Afghanistan . and
charging Carter with using it as a
“nretext” for postponing ratification
of SALT II..

“In a brief dispatcn from ‘Washing-
ton sbortly after Carter- announced
his decision to seek Senate delay of a
vote on the treaty, the official Tass
news agency said the administration
and “reactionary quarters”’ .in- the
United States seeking to escalate the
nuclear arms race had been attempt-
ing for some time to delay a ratifica-
tion vote.

Tass did not zay what the Kremlin
may do in response to the SALT de-
lay, Moscow and Washington current-
1y abide by the expired terms of thei
originat SALT I treaty. The national
parliament, the Supreme Soviet, has
not officially ratifted SALT II, but
that is only a -formality. EENEPSI

Soviet sources here today mac}e
clear that they believed the Kremlin
had foreseen -the possibility:-of - a
treaty . ratification delay when fore-
casting the probable American re-.
action- to-its..venture in Afghanistan.

[In Kabul, -diplomatic sources .said
Soviet forces fanning out.from the-
Afghan capital have reached ~several
provincial® cities. But: reports” from
the area are still sketchy . because
Afghan authorities are refusing to al-|
Jow Western reporters to stay in the
country.. Details on Page Al2] 7 e

The Soviets also accused the United

States of using the Central Intelli-

gence Agency L0 p[ot an aﬁegea assas-
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\sinatioﬁ:"attempt against U.N. Secre-
tary General hurt waldheim earliet
“tn1s week in-Tehran. : .

o, The Soviet . . propaganda .assault
reached new heights today as Moscow
songht-to blunt mounting anger in
forelgn.. capitals. Official Soviet
sources here have indicated extreme
neevousness over NATO deliberations
on-retaliatory actions against the So-
viets"that include cutting trade and
cultural contacts and a possible move

Bellicose’ Distortions Cited |

to boycott the 1980 Olympics in Mos-
cow.. . . -

Ty

© - But Tass aimed its most bitter ti-|
‘rades against Carter, who in a New

Year’s Eve television interview ques-
tioned- the veracity of Soviet Presi-
dent*Leonid Brezhnev’s explanation
of the Soviet military incursion. Car-
ter, said. Brezhnev's version of events !

“leading up to the intervention had

caused .the president to reassess
Kremlin motives and goals around the
world. .

Without mentioning Brezhnev, Tass
declared that in a “bellicose and
" wicked” interview, the president mali-
clously attacked the Soviet Union’s
policy, distorting .its essence and
meaning. He spoke about. some Soviat
‘invasion of Afghanistan ‘and’ threat-
ened . serious. political+ consequences
-and actions.”” Tass- said the Western
. outery -against the Soviet intervention
broke “all records of -hypocrisy and.

Jlies” ool -

: rExtehded,~ . autho-ritétive-_'- : -Mosc'OW

-comment on -the president’s decision

on. SALT is.likely to- expand these

-themes in coming weeks. ‘U.S.-Soviet
‘ relations have reached a new low fol-

lowing last Thursday’s- Soviet military
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move that toppled leftist Kabul Ieader "
Hafizullah -Amin and installed Babrak
Karmal, a Marxist who was even more
pro-3oviet. Moscow has always main-
tained that SALT was too important
to world neace to be “linked” to other
international issues. . ’
“Tass alsc declared thatthe “fren--
zied propagzanda . ballyhoo” of the
Western nations and NATO delibera-
‘tions on possible retaliation were de-
signed to *distract world attention
from the foul schemes and deeds of

the imperialist powers.” : L
The agency accused Washinzton of
tiving to “camouflage” its military
threat to Iran by creating an outery,
about an “invented” threat to Iran
posed by the Soviet presence in neigh-
boring Afghanistan. Tass also accused
NATO of vsing the Afghan incursion
25 an excuse “to include the Middle
East in its purview and to deflect pub-
lic opinion in Europe from the recent
decision to deplov advanced U:S. nu-
clear missiles in-Western Furope.

The = Soviets ‘today -reiterated
charges that amin nad been a CIA
agent. Furthermore, 1n A dispatch
Trom Tehran, Tass said fhe alleZed as-
sassination ploT against Waldheim
“should D8 viewed I -Cl0Se connec-
flon” with lrantan Islamic leader Ava-
follai Ruliolian Rhomeinr's charges.
tnat the U.o. lnteltigence agency is
{rying to destaoilize Iran. lass said’
fhe. veported _plot bears:..“circum-
stances resembling those in “which
_then-U.N. secretary general Dag Ham-
‘marskjold” died in. the Congo in 1961."
- Hammarskjold died in a plane crash-
durjng. peacemaking -efforts -in the |
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